List of Speakers from Asia Family

Ma. Victoria Cabrera-Balleza
Vice President for the Women's International Network

World Association of Community Radio Broadcasters (AMARC)

High Level Panel Speaker - Access to information and social inclusion, or

Round Table - Social inclusion

Mavic Cabrera-Balleza is a leader in Gender-related initiatives in Media and Communications, with a strong bias for community media. She was for a long time the Manager of Isis International-Manila's Media, Information, and Communication Services Programme. She was also coordinator of Isis-Manila's Regional and Global Women's Media Team Project and Convenor of the Asia-Pacific Dialogue on Media Codes of Conduct. She has also conducted a number of journalism workshops for students, peasants and peasant advocates, and trade unionists. She also served as Chairperson of the Program Committee on Partnerships, Information Dissemination and Communications of the Working Group on Gender Issues of the International Telecommunication Union. Mavic is also a member of the Our Media Network and the Asian Communication Network. Currently, Mavic, who is a Philippine citizen, works with the International Women's Tribune Center (IWTC) based in New York.

CONCEPCION (Chat) GARCIA-RAMILO

Global Coordinator, Womens' Networking Support Programme Association for Progressive Communications (APC) 

For High Level Panel Speaker - Access to information and social inclusion, or

Round Table - Social inclusion

Chat Garcia Ramilo has been specializing in gender, information and communication technology and women's electronic networking for the last nine years. She has recently been appointed as the Global Coordinator of the Association for Progressive Communications Women's Networking Support Programme. For the three years prior to this, she managed APC WNSP's groundbreaking Gender Evaluation Methodology (GEM) project. She has presented various papers and been trainer/resource person in many workshops and similar forums, both in Asia and globally. She is also the President of Womens'Hub, a collective of women ICT practitioners working with communities in the Philippines.

Izumi Aizu

GLOCOM/Institute for HyperNetwork Society
For Round Table - Multi-stakeholder partnership
Izumi Aizu’s "motivation statement":

I have been involved in promoting the use of the computer networks since 1985, before Internet came to age, and always advocated the effective and proper use of Internet in society, including policy and strategic issues, based on the end-user's viewpoint and value with emphasis on developing parts of the world. I have served as the Secretary General of Asia and Pacific Internet Association from 1998 to 2000, representing emerging Asian Internet industry. I am also heavily involved in Civil Society Internet Governance Caucus in WSIS process, actively participated in WGIG (Working Group on Internet Governance) as Secretary of IGTF-J (Internet Governance Task Force of Japan), an ad hoc group by Internet Industry and Internet Community in Japan, trying to promote multi-stakeholder partnership in governance. With this background, I like to address the multi-stakeholder issues, especially from Asian societal context where Civil Society has less social acceptance yet, and face many challenges. 

Izumi Aizu was on the G8 Digital Opportunity Task(DOT) Force representing NPO from Japan under Prof. Kumon of GLOCOM. He was instrumental in the regional and thematic WSIS conferences held in Japan in 2003 and 2005. 
Hiroshi Kawamura,

DAISY Consortium

Round Table - Empowering citizens or - Social inclusion

I would like to participate the discussion to address the real human centric global approach of the ICT development bearing in mind of universal design concept based on my domestic and international experience in ICT development and works with those segregated from the mainstream society in many ways.
I believe that ICT must take most important role for social inclusion of all those who are left behind of mainstream technology. The subject I may cover in the dialog will include human centric multistakeholder approach for ICT standard development strategies to tackle global issues including social inclusion, education and training, poverty alleviation and human security such as combating against HIV/AIDS and disaster prevention/preparedness for everybody.
Partha Pratim Sarker
Bytes for All
Co-founder of a citizen's network- Bytes for All (www.bytesforall.net) in South Asia and also a project coordinator to APC Asia ICT Policy Monitor Network (http://asia.rights.apc.org) 
Mr.Sarker earned extensive experiences of working in ICT and development sector for the last 8-10 years and have consulted organizations both at home and abroad in Asia. Because of his long association to this sector as an initiator, analyst and researcher, Mr. Sarker is aware of the developments, trends, challenges and opportunities of this sector. He thinks it is important to highlight the trends that features the existing practices of ICT4D initiatives, the challenges it is facing, the innovation it is making, the myths it is breaking and the policy environment with which it is interacting. It is true not all ICT4D initiatives are a success, therefore its important to have a critical judgement of what is working and what is not, why it is working and how? Mr. Sarker plans to bring those in his speech if he is selected. 
Onno W. Purbo 
Independent Consultant

Round Table for Empowering Citizens
With 12+ years of self-finance community education process and finally we managed to liberate WiFi 2.4Ghz band in Indonesia as of 5 January 2005.

Dr Onno Purbo has dedicated his life to promoting the dissemination of knowledge through information and communication technologies (ICTs) in Indonesia, both as a professor at Bandung’s Institute of Technology Bandung (ITB) and as the author of nearly 1000 articles and close to 40 books. It’s all part of a large plan to empower people through ICTs, and to foster a movement that will see information and know-how being shared through the Internet throughout the geographically-fragmented nation. 

Purbo’s enthusiasm, dedication, knowledge, and energy make him the perfect candidate for the task of changing the way a nation shares information. His method is twofold: communicate with people through public speaking, articles, and books; and educate others to do the same. 

Until five years ago, Purbo taught at ITB, striving to help his students become analytical thinkers and writers who could help shape Indonesia’s future. His students were required to produce articles and books of their own, therefore ensuring that written Indonesian-language material was being made available. Something, says Purbo, that is far too rarely done. “We don’t have enough knowledge written in Bahasa Indonesia. We need to disseminate the knowledge to people in the community. So we need to educate people on what you can do with ICTs, how to set up a telecentre, how to set up a proxy server, in simple language.”
Alan Alegre

Foundation for Media Alternatives (FMA)
Round Table - Empowering citizens

The Foundation for Media Alternatives (FMA) is a service institution whose mission has been to explore the strategic use of the various communications media for democratization and popular empowerment. 
Alan has been very actively engaged in WSIS process from the phase I, and is the focal point person for Asia Family of Civil Society at WSIS. He has been promoting the citizens right in the new and conventional media in Asia, advocated the empowerment of citizens in the Philippines and larger part of Asia. He has also been a strong networking person crossing diverse field with always humble and intelligent approaches that is essential for the solidarity of Asia family.
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