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As the global emergent of information society, Bangladesh is very much related to the process. The civil society organizations, the NGOs and the government are following the process and preparing for it. The reality is that new system of technology is producing divides in the society. And in this context we need to be prepared to face the challenges of technology. That is we believe there must be the access of people to information and technology. We are working because information society can reduce the gap already created and build a community who are within the access for upholding public interest.  And Bangladesh is actively participating in the WSIS process and trying to create an enabling environment facilitating access to information communication technology and for building knowledge society.

From the civil society part, we, some of the development organizations made contact with the government to address WSIS process with a proper attention. Generally what happens is that Government and NGOs go in a different way without meaningful cooperation between each other, which so to speak don’t bring effective result. But in context of Bangladesh we achieved to form a committee comprising with the representatives of government, NGOs and civil society actors. 

A several meetings and dialogues with government officials ( eg Ministry of Science & ICT, Bangladesh Telecommunications Regulatory Commissions etc) were taken place and finally, we came to form a Bangladesh Working Group on World Summit on the Information Society having a secretariat that is following the whole process. However, we are also in the way of two other sub-committee on media and civil society. 

Chairperson Syed Marghub Murshed, Chairman Bangladesh Telecommunication Regulatory Commission, Co-Chairperson Dr. Mizanur Rahman Shelley , Ex Minister for Information and Chairman, Center for Development Research Bangladesh and Karar Mahmudul Hasan, Secretary, Ministry of Science and ICT , Government of Bangladesh, Reza Salim, Associate Director of Bangladesh Friendship Education Society, AHM Bazlur Rahman Chief Executive Officer of Bangladesh  NGOs Network for Radio and Communication and Ahmed Swapan Mahmud Executive Director of VOICE.

There were several initiatives taken by the Bangladesh Working Group. 

Press conference: This was to disseminate objectives and information regarding WSIS process to the citizens. And this was greatly covered up by the press. 

National Consultation meeting: In this meeting representatives form government, civil society organizations, NGOs, different professional groups etc. The Minister for Science & ICT, Chairman of the BTRC, Secretary of Science and ICT, representative of Bangladesh Computer Council and other actors of civil society were also attended the meeting.  

However, the outcome of the meeting is mentioned. 

Connectivity: To introduce information and communication technology at all levels to reduce the existing gaps as well as to facilitate access to communication.  

Media: Democratization of media and alternative media for the community.

Knowledge Society: Building a knowledge society for skilled human resource prioritizing local content, cultural diversity, and indigenous knowledge.

Community Broadcasting: Formulating policy on community broadcasting 

(community radio, community telecentre) to facilitate access to the disadvantaged and poor communities.

Telecommunication: Decentralization of telecommunications breaking the monopolization of the sector and ensure ITU policy to facilitate at least 10% to the rural areas. 

Emphasis on Maginalized groups: The poor and marginalized groups, ethnic groups, disable and illiterate groups of the society should be prioritized with proper attention including people at all levels. 

However, the outcome was included in the presentation to Asia Regional meeting of WSIS in Tokyo, Japan. In Japan meeting representative from Bangladesh Working Group was attended and even now representatives from the group are attending in PrepCom 2. 

In this AMARC conference we would like to bring all of your notice to take active part in the process and become consensus regarding community broadcasting, connectivity and building an information society. 
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