Proposal for a Civil Society alternative declaration or document

A proposal to draft an alternative Civil Society declaration or document was supported by the meeting of the Content and Themes Group yesterday morning.

The rationale behind the idea was to produce a document that would:

· enable us to inform other civil society members about our key issues and concerns

· provide a positive alternative to the official Declaration on which we are having so little impact

The idea would be to build on the content produced by civil society to date in the WSIS process, using the different consensus documents as a basis, but also drawing on caucus documents and other input.

A drafting committee was set up to start the process of producing some discussion. After some discussion, it was agreed at this drafting meeting to present the idea of an alternative document for endorsement by the Civil Society Plenary Group, and in particular to discuss the following issues at the Plenary:

· What should the main goals of such a document be?

· How would we use the document?

· What should the timescales be?

· How we should approach the drafting of such a document?

· In particular, how can we make space for more debate and dialogue both now and after the PrepCom?

· What mechanisms can we put in place to help us achieve greater political coherence in the document?

· How should the document be endorsed?

