
	Civil Society Organisations Proposed Inputs on Paragraphs 1-11
[Draft Declaration of Principles

	(as developed at the WSIS inter-sessional)


	Par# 
	Actual paragraph
	Civil Society Organisations  Proposed language

	1
	[We the representatives of the peoples of the world, assembled at Geneva from 10‑12 December 2003 for the first phase of the World Summit on the Information Society, declare our common desire and commitment to build a new kind of society, the Information Society, premised on the principles enshrined in the Charter of the United Nations, the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and the Millennium Declaration, and characterized by universal access to and use of information for the creation, accumulation and dissemination of knowledge. [We reaffirm the indivisibility and interdependence of all human rights – civil, political, economic, social and cultural – and their ties to the principles of a democratic society, the rule of law and sustainable development.] In this society new technologies, in particular information and communications technologies (ICTs), become an essential tool, accessible to all, for the enhancement of the services provided by governments, enterprises and the organizations of civil society, for the attainment of a more peaceful, prosperous and just world based upon our common humanity in all its diversity and to promote dialogue among cultures and civilizations.] 


	Insert and delete as indicated

We the representatives of the peoples of the world, assembled at Geneva from 10‑12 December 2003 for the first phase of the World Summit on the Information Society, declare our common desire and commitment to build an Information and Communication Society, based  on human rights and human dignity.  With the Charter of the United Nations and the Universal Declaration of Human Rights as our foundation we reaffirm the universality and indivisibility of all all human rights – civil, political, economic, social and cultural – and we recognize their centrality  to democracy , the rule of law, non-discrimination, and sustainable development.  Our challenge is to harness the information and communication society to ensure that human needs are met and that all human rights are realized. We are determined to meet this challenge. In this society new technologies, in particular both new and traditional information and communications technologies (ICTs), together become an essential tool, accessible to all, for the enhancement of the services provided by governments, enterprises and the organizations of civil society, for the attainment of a more peaceful, prosperous and just world based upon our common humanity in all its diversity and to promote dialogue among cultures and civilizations.]

	1A
	[Drafting group: 

Option 1: Recall article 19 UN Declaration of Human Rights

Option 2: Freedom of communication and freedom of information

Option 3: Freedom to access information and utilise it.

We recognize the right to communicate and the right to access information and knowledge as fundamental human rights. Everyone, everywhere should have the opportunity to participate in the information society and no one should be excluded from the benefits it offers. In a world based on knowledge and information, the right to communicate and the right to access information and knowledge are essential requirements to the attainment of others internationally recognized human rights, including the right to freedom of expression, universal access to the information and communications infrastructure and to the Internet is essential to the Information Society.] 


	[Drafting group: 

CSO supports Option 1

Option 1: Recall article 19 UN Declaration of Human Rights

Option 2: Freedom of communication and freedom of information

Option 3: Freedom to access information and utilise it.

We recognize the right to communicate and the right to access information and knowledge as fundamental human rights. Everyone, everywhere should have the opportunity to participate in the information society and no one should be excluded from the benefits it offers. In a world based on knowledge and information, the right to communicate and the right to access information and knowledge are essential requirements to the attainment of others internationally recognized human rights, including the right to freedom of expression, universal access to the information and communications infrastructure and to the Internet is essential to the Information Society.]

	2
	[We recognize that knowledge, information and communication are at the core of human progress, endeavour, and well-being and that, although the dramatic increase in the volume, speed and ubiquity of information have brought about profound changes in people’s lives and are creating new opportunities, they have yet to benefit the vast majority of the peoples of the world.] 
	[We recognize that knowledge, information and communication are at the core of human progress, endeavour, and well-being and that, although the dramatic increase in the volume, speed and ubiquity of information have brought about profound changes in people’s lives and are creating new opportunities, they have yet to benefit the vast majority of the peoples of the world.]


	3
	We recall our common resolve as reflected in the Millennium Declaration to promote democracy, [good]/[accountable and transparent] governance, the rule of law and respect for all internationally recognized human rights and fundamental freedoms, including the right to development as an integral part of human rights[, and to uphold the sovereign equality of all States, and respect their territorial integrity and political independence]. We reiterate our commitment to the attainment of [internationally-agreed development goals, including those contained in the Millennium Declaration]/[the Millennium Development Goals], sustainable development and recognize the development challenges posed by the digital divide.
	We recall our common resolve as reflected in the Millennium Declaration to promote  democratic, participatory
, accountable and transparent] governance, the rule of law and respect for all internationally recognized human rights and fundamental freedoms, including the right to development as an integral part of human rights[, and to uphold the sovereign equality of all States, and respect the right to self determination of peoples  territorial integrity and political independence]. We reiterate our commitment to the attainment of internationally-agreed development goals, sustainable development and recognize the development challenges posed by the digital divide.


	4
	We are convinced that the information and communication revolution is still in its infancy. The ability to optimise the vast untapped potential of ICTs to develop and promote dialogue within and among nations, to increase productivity and generate economic growth, and improve quality of life—particularly for the majority of the peoples of the world who live in developing countries and countries with economies in transition and risk being left behind and further marginalized—is a serious challenge for all of us. 


	Recommend to delete Para 4



	4A
	ICTs can be a powerful instrument of change in the emerging knowledge-based international economy, where knowledge will be an increasingly important determinant of competitiveness. Access to it should be open in the general interest of the public, particularly in developing countries, as a means towards bridging the digital divide. [If left strictly under the influence of market forces, ICTs may actually deepen social inequalities within countries, and widen the gap between developed and developing nations. For these reasons, close analysis, new thinking, and new forms of international action are required with a view to redressing these basic asymmetries that prevent developing countries from reaping the benefits of globalisation under the multilateral rules-based trading system.]
	ICTs can be a powerful instrument of change in the emerging knowledge-based international economy, where knowledge and communications will be an increasingly important determinant of vibrant economic development and harmony between and amongst peoples. Access to it should be open in the general interest of the public, particularly in developing countries, as a means towards redressing the digital divide and other social divides. If left strictly under the influence of market forces, ICTs may actually deepen social inequalities within countries, and widen the gap between developed and developing nations. For while globalization offers great opportunities, at present its benefits are very unevenly shared, while its costs are unevenly distributed. For these reasons, close analysis, new thinking, and new forms of international action are required with a view to redressing these basic asymmetries that prevent developing countries from reaping the benefits of globalisation under the multilateral rules-based trading system.


	
	
	Recommend new Para 4B

To optimize the potentials of ICTs, to increase productivity and generate economic growth, and improve quality of life, communities must be empowered to develop their own productive forces and to control the modes of production within the Information Society.  In particular, ICTs must be developed in cooperation with the communities they are intended to benefit.  Furthermore, development must be performed in a way that allows communities to sustain the resulting systems.  This must be done through fully democratic processes that allow communities to share control of the decision making within all aspects of ICT-based projects including technical design, economics, culture, and environmental impact.


	5
	We are fully aware that our individual and collective ability to create and share knowledge, through intensive use of ICTs and mechanisms of digital participation is a driving force in shaping our future, and declare that concrete action and global commitment are now required; to ensure that these rapidly developing technologies accelerate the attainment of [internationally-agreed development goals, including those contained in the Millennium Declaration]/[the Millennium Development Goals].


	Recommend delete Para 5. Main points are already contained in Para 3 and Para 4A



	6
	Faced with complex and ever-evolving challenges, all of us—governments, the private sector and civil society—have objectives that require new forms of solidarity, partnership and cooperation to assume our responsibilities in particular by issuing our common vision on the information society and in adopting a plan of action to bring to reality the principles established.


	Faced with complex and ever-evolving challenges, and considering and respecting the distinct political, social, economic and cultural realities, all of us—governments, the private sector and civil society—have objectives that require new  mechanisms of solidarity, partnership and cooperation to assume our joint responsibilities in particular  to fulfill our common vision on the information society and implement a plan of action to bring to reality the principles established

	
	
	

	New 7C
	[The Information Society that we seek is one where highly-developed ICT infrastructure, equitable and ubiquitous access to information, appropriate content in accessible formats and effective communication, enable individuals and communities to achieve their full potential, promote sustainable economic and environmental development, improve quality life and alleviate poverty, hunger and social exclusion.]


	Recommend to replace Para New 7C with the following:


We seek to build an information and communication society that is inclusive, and where all people, without distinction of any kind, can achieve their full potential. We will take all possible action to promote non-discrimination and diversity in the design and realization of the information and communication society. We commit to mainstreaming principles of non-discrimination and diversity with regard to gender, age, sexual orientation, ethnicity, faith and disability in all ICT policies, programmes and related areas.


	7-8
	The Information Society should harness the power of ICTs to advance human development. We seek to build an Information Society that is inclusive, where all persons, without distinction of any kind, exercise their right to freedom of expression and their access to and use of [reliable] information [and a plurality of opinions, as well as access to a wide range of content, including material reflecting national and regional cultures and content relevant to local communities
], in order to create, receive, accumulate, disseminate, share and utilize information and knowledge, in any media and regardless of frontiers, through intensive use of ICTs and in accordance with the legal system of each country, at the service of humankind, in order to contribute to its economic, social, cultural and political development. In this context we should mainstream a gender perspective at all levels of actions and use ICTs as a tool to promote gender equality and the empowerment of women.
	The Information Society should harness the power of ICTs to advance human development. We seek to build an Information Society that is inclusive, where all persons, without distinction of any kind, exercise their right to freedom of expression and their access to and use of [reliable] information {CSO: retain bracketed language} and a plurality of opinions, as well as access to a wide range of content, including material reflecting national and regional cultures and content relevant to local communities
, in order to create, receive, accumulate, disseminate, share and utilize information and knowledge, in any media and regardless of frontiers, through intensive use of ICTs and in accordance with the legal system of each country (in conformity with international legal standards and agreements on freedom of expression), at the service of humankind, in order to contribute to its economic, social, cultural and political development. In this context we should mainstream a gender perspective at all levels of actions and use ICTs as a tool to promote gender equality and the empowerment of women.

	7B
	The information society should be based on [ethics and moral values]/[human rights] and should be an environment where dignity of humankind is comprehensively respected and fostered. The information society creates an environment where all national sovereignties, religious, cultural, social and linguistic interests without any discrimination are respected and protected.


	The information society should be based on ethics and human rights and should be an environment where dignity of humankind is comprehensively respected and fostered. The information society creates an environment where all national sovereignties, religious, cultural, social and linguistic interests without any discrimination are respected and protected.

	14
	Full participation, empowerment and social inclusion are fundamental characteristics and objectives of the Information Society. Accordingly, particular attention must be paid to marginalized and vulnerable groups, including: migrants and refugees, as well as other communities, unemployed and underprivileged people, children, the elderly, the disabled, indigenous peoples, minorities, and those living in rural and remote areas.
	Full participation, empowerment and social inclusion are fundamental characteristics and objectives of the Information Society. Accordingly, marginalized and vulnerable groups, including; migrants and refugees, as well as other communities, unemployed and underprivileged people, children, the elderly, the disabled, indigenous peoples, minorities, and those living in rural and remote areas must be empowered to effectively use ICTs as one of the tools for combating  their own exclusion.

	16
	Young people constitute a significant proportion of the world’s population, and are the future workforce. Because young people also represent some of the earliest adopters of ICTs, they can constitute an important volunteer resource necessary for bridging the digital divide, especially in developing countries, and must therefore be empowered as learners and creators of information.
 
	Young people constitute a significant proportion of the world’s population, and are the future workforce and are leading creators and adopters of ICTs. They must, therefore, be empowered as developers, contributors, decision makers and volunteers.
  In this respect, special measures must be taken to ensure that young women have the life skills necessary for active and effective participation in all levels of social, cultural, political and economic leadership.



	9
	The Information Society should be development-oriented, responding to development challenges, especially those of digital divide, and [the Millennium Development Goals][internationally-agreed development goals, including those contained in the Millennium Declaration]. The Information Society should serve the interests of all people by using ICTs as tools for the balanced and comprehensive social and economic progress of countries through concrete international cooperation. 


	The Information Society should be development-oriented, responding to development challenges, especially those of digital divide, and internationally-agreed development goals, including those contained in the Millennium Declaration. The Information Society should serve the interests of all people by using ICTs as tools for the balanced and comprehensive social and economic progress of countries through concrete international cooperation.

	10
	[The essential requirements for the development of an equitable information society include:

· A well-developed and affordable infrastructure;

· Confidence and security in using ICTs; 

· Adequate development of capacity building; 

· The respect for internationally recognized human rights and fundamental freedoms;

· Cultural and linguistic diversity;

· International cooperation and respect of international law;

· An enabling environment;

· Partnership among all stakeholders;

· Protection of vulnerable groups;

· Mainstreaming of a gender perspective;

· Measures to support small and medium-sized enterprises.]
	{CSO: Retain bracketed text} The essential requirements for the development of an equitable information society include:

· A well-developed and affordable infrastructure;

· Confidence and security in using ICTs; 

· Adequate development of capacity building; 

· The respect for internationally recognized human rights and fundamental freedoms, and core labour standards; 

· Cultural and linguistic diversity;

· International cooperation and respect of international law;

· An enabling environment;

· Partnership among all stakeholders;

· Universal access to education for young people;

· Protection of vulnerable groups and redressing systemic inequalities that lead to poverty in both developing and industrialized countries;

     - measures towards women’s empowerment and their full participation in all spheres of society;
· Measures to support small and medium-sized enterprises
CSO: Add: The maintenance and expansion of global commons of human knowledge.
· The holistic development of ICTs for building an environment of peace and social justice
· An effective public service in the hands of democratic and accountable agencies.
 

	11
	[The Information Society can help to respond to the additional development challenges posed by the digital divide and help to achieve [the Millennium Development Goals]/[internationally-agreed development goals, including those contained in the Millennium Declaration][ of eradicating extreme poverty and hunger; achieving universal primary education; promoting gender equality and empowering women; reducing child mortality; improving maternal health; combating HIV/AIDS, malaria and other diseases, ensuring environmental sustainability and developing a global partnership for development.]


	[The Information Society can help to respond to the additional development challenges posed by the socio-economic dimensions of the digital divide and help to achieve [internationally-agreed development goals, including those contained in the Millennium Declaration][ of eradicating extreme poverty and hunger; achieving universal primary education; promoting gender equality and empowering women; reducing child mortality; improving maternal health; combating HIV/AIDS, malaria and other diseases, ensuring environmental sustainability, providing decent and productive work for youth and developing a global partnership for development.]

Add new Para 11A

A focus on the gender dimensions of ICT is essential not only for preventing an adverse impact of the digital revolution on gender equality or the perpetuation of existing inequalities and discrimination, but also for enhancing women's equitable access to the benefits of ICT and to ensure that they can become a central tool for the empowerment of women and the promotion of gender equality. We therefore resolve to establish policies, programmes and projects that consider, identify and analyse the gender differences and inequalities in the access to and use of ICT and that these are fully addressed

	New 11C
	Since science has a central role in the development of the Information Society, there should be universal and equitable access to scientific knowledge and equal opportunities for all in its creation and dissemination.

	{CSO: Retain this Para} Since science has a central role in the development of the Information Society, there should be universal and equitable access to scientific knowledge and equal opportunities for all in its creation and dissemination.



� Millenium Declaration Goals para ****** page ***


� Text proposed by observers/UNESCO.


� Text proposed by observers/UNESCO.


� Text incorporating elements proposed by observers/Youth Caucus, UN Volunteers.


� Text incorporating elements proposed by observers/Youth Caucus, UN Volunteers.


� Para 40, Chapter 2, Global Framework of the Beijing Platform for Action (BPFA)


� Text reinserted at the request of Mexico.


� Text reinserted at the request of Mexico.


� New text proposed from Romania.


� New text proposed from Romania.
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