· FAMILY NAME/NOM DE LA FAMILLE: 

Asia Pacific NGO Coordinating Committee on WSIS (AP NGO CCW)
(This was the name agreed upon during the Asian Regional Conference in Tokyo.)

· CONTACT ORGANIZATION/CONTACT DE L’ORGANIZATION: 

Foundation for Media Alternatives

49-B Xavierville Avenue, Loyola Heights

Quezon City 1108, Philippines

Telephone : (63 2) 435-6684

Telefax : (63 2) 433-2192

Email : c/o alalegre@fma.ph

· FAMILY DEFINITION/DEFINITION DE LA FAMILLE:

The AP NGO CCW is an informal network of civil society organizations (CSOs) based in the Asia-Pacific region who are direct stakeholders to the WSIS process. We have come together voluntarily to collectively engage other WSIS stakeholders in promoting the public interest through our individual and collective positions as non-government, nonprofit organizations.

The family evolved through a series of meetings within these events and activities:

· WSIS PrepCom1/Geneva, July 2002

· Forum Asia Workshop/Bangkok, November 2002

· Asian Civil Society Forum/Bangkok, December 2002

· WSIS Asia Pacific Regional Conference/Tokyo, January 2003

from which a common Declaration was drafted and endorsed as Asian CSO’s contribution to the regional and global WSIS processes. When the call to constitute civil society families were made prior to and during PrepCom2, the AP NGO CCW became the de facto Asian Family.

In addition, CSOs within this family can also be members of other families (Gender, Youth, Think Tanks, Networks and Social Movements) and could be developing content in coordination with other families and thematic groupings.
· FAMILY COMPOSITION ( lists if possible)/COMPOSITION DE LA FAMILLE (avec listes si possible):

The family involves mainly nongovernmental and nonprofit CSOs from South Asia, Southeast Asia, and East Asia.* These include Asian regional networks, national NGO committees, national organizations, social development institutions, membership-based organizations, academe-based/research institutes, advocacy organizations, volunteer organizations, gender- and youth-based organizations, labor organizations, among others.


* There have been efforts to outreach to those in the Pacific Islands but their low participation in the Preparatory processes have made it difficult.

** There is coordination with CSO representatives from West Asia but it is our understanding that they are trying to organize a separate family

· NUMBER OF MEMBERS (lists if possible)/NUMERO DES MEMBRES(avec listes si possible):

Since membership is informal, it is difficult to pin down exact numbers of members. To give some indicator, the Asian CSO Statement in Tokyo had about 50 endorsements from more than 40 regional and national organizations. (An earlier version of the statement which contains some of the endorsers is attached.) The group’s mailing list has ___ members. 

· COUNTRIES ( lists if possible)/ PAYS(avec listes si possible):

Participants to the various related activities of the AP NGO CC have come from the following countries :

Australia, Bangla Desh, Cambodia, East Timor, Fiji, Hong Kong SAR, India, Indonesia, Japan, Malaysia, Nepal, Pakistan, Philippines, Singapore, South Korea, Sri Lanka, Taiwan, Thailand

· LIST SERVE;WEB SITE/LISTE D’ADRESS COURRIEL;SITE WEB

Mailing list : communication@wsisasia.org

Website: www.wsisasia.org (being updated)

· MAIN ACTIVITIES/ACTIVITÉES PRINCIPALES:

Content and Themes – developing content for the regional process, and participating in the wider work of the CS Plenary

Information and Outreach – information dissemination to current and potential WSIS CSO stakeholders in Asia ; center for information on national and regional initiatives

Logistics and Finance – support work for participation of Asian CSOs in all WSIS processes

· MAJOR MEETINGS/RENCONTRES:

Many of the discussion held online via the mailing list. Face-to-face meetings are held before, during, and after the various WSIS Preparatory processes (PrepCom1 & 2, and the Asia Pacific Regional Conference/Tokyo).

Special caucuses are also called from time-to-time. After the latest in Manila (April 2003), one may be called before or after PrepCom3.

· CONTACTS/CONTACTS: 

Alan G. Alegre

Foundation for Media Alternatives (Philippines)

alalegre@fma.ph
Angela Kuga Thas

Association for Progressive Communications-Women’s Networking Support Program

amkt@apcwomen.org 







