FAMILIES: 

The Civil Society Bureau has been put forward to respond to the need of setting up a civil society mechanism that can ensure optimum participation in all aspects of the WSIS process. This was required because of the great diversity of civil society, the large number of organizations it comprises and the vast array of interests and perspectives it holds.

The CS Bureau is comprised of various ‘families’ that represent different constituencies within global civil society. The several distinct family entities compose the civil society and NGO category. A family may be comprised of several types of relatives, from close to distant members. Each family has some common characteristics: an homogeneous institutional culture, established or informal consultation mechanisms, a coordinator organization of international character that cluster a large number of members under the same reference structure. Thus with communication mechanisms the family allows information dissemination and exchanges between members of the same group.

Science and Technology

Composition: The Science and Technology family represents national and international science and technology organizations with professional communities of engineers and scientists. It is essentially composed by two International organizations: the World Federation of Engineering Organizations (WFEO) and the International Council for Science (ICSU).  The participating organisations at Prepcom 1 were: ICSU, WFEO, Science Writer, National Academies US, International Committee Social Science Information and Documentation, VPC CLUSTER ISOC, Research and Education Networking Association of Meldova ISOC MD, Conseil de l’Ordre des Ingenieurs de Tunisie, KTH – KLUSTER, WFEO, CODATA/ICSU, ICSU, Tel-Aviv University & Chairman, Israeli Committee of Information and Communications for UNESCO, Departament of Science and Technology (South Africa), CERN, ISOC, ICANN
Activities: All activities are coordinated by the two reference organisations WFEO and ICSU: WFEO One day session http://www.wfeo-cic.org/ during the WSIS December 11, 2003. PrepCom III (Geneva, 15-26 September 2003 ), WSIS Intersessional Meeting at UNESCO (Paris 15-18 July 2003),  PrepCom II: (Geneva, 17 - 28 February), PrepCom I (Geneva, 1-5 July 2002).  WSIS side event: The Role of Science in the Information Society (RSIS) CERN, (Geneva 8th and 9th of December 2003) Jointly organized by ICSU, TWAS, UNESCO and CERN. ICSU/CODATA/UNESCO. Workshop “Science and Technology in the Information Society” The brochures of the Workshop “Science in the Information Society” are available . International Symposium on Open Access and the Public Domain in Digital Data and Information for Science.
Contacts: contact organisation: WFEO; ICSU, Mr. Kamel Ayadi cic@coi-tn.org,(WFEO), Mr. Carthage Smith carthage@icsu.org (ICSU) , Websites: www.wfeo.org and www.icsu.org .
Gender

Composition: The family assembles persons and organizations that work to ensure that gender equality and women’s rights are integrated into the WSIS Declaration and Plan of Action and the outcome processes. representatives of organisations that responded to an invitation by UNIFEM to contribute to ensuring that gender dimensions are included in the process of defining and creating a Global Information Society that contributes to sustainable development and human security. The following organisations took part in the work towards defining an agenda for the African region: Abantu for Development, ACWICT, African connection programme, AIS-GWG, AMARC-WIN, AMARC Africa, APC Africa Women’s Programme, AQ Solutions, Association of YAM-Bukri, ENDA, GEEP, FEMNET, MISA, NDIMA,Network of African Women Economists, UNDP/SURF Wst Africa, UNIFEM, Unite d’appui au programme de la cooperation Canada Malienne, Womens Net (SA), Wougnet, ZWRCN, Zimbabwe Ministry of Transport and Communications.
Activities: The Gender family is involved in several activities under the coordination of the WSIS Gender Caucus. Advocacy and Lobbying. National Programs to prepare for WSIS. Electronic networking (website and mailing list). Training and capacity building. Events program for WSIS Dec 2003. Research and documentation (Publication of Sourcebook on national gender programs, launched in July 2003 (www.genderwsis.org/Sourcebook) An orientation session for gender advocates is also organized for Saturday 13, September 2003 [venue to be finalized]. 

Contacts: Contact organization: WSIS Gender Caucus. Maja Andjelkovic (mandejlovic@genderwsis.org), Sonia Boezak (events@genderwsis.org). Website: www.genderwsis.org.

Creators and Promoters of Culture

Composition: The family is composed by IFLA International Federation of Library Association and Institutions (www.ifla.org) and IPA International Publishers Association (www.ipa.org) . IPA represents the publishing industry. IFLA is the leading international body representing the interests of library and information services and their users. It is the global voice of the library and information profession.

Activities: Coordinated by IFLA the Creators and Promoters of Culture family is particularly focused on upholding and defending the right of publishers to publish and distribute the works of the mind in complete freedom. It also promotes and protects, by all lawful means, the principles of copyright on which depends the encouragement of authorship, publishing and dissemination of creative works and defends copyright against all infringements, which may restrict the rights of authors and publishers. In addition, it tries to overcome illiteracy, the lack of books and of other education materials. Lastly, it attempts to assure the unrestricted import and export of books and other materials produced by publishers, encouraging all steps towards the elimination and reduction of taxes on books. 
Contacts: contact organization: IFLA; IPA, Alexis Krikorian, krikorian@ipa-uie.org, Ross Shimmon (ross.shimmon@ifla.nl). Website www.ifla.org. 

Network and Coalition 

Composition: The Network and Coalition family is formed by coalitions, campaigns, networks and other formal and informal groupings aiming to promote social changes. Among these is CRIS Communications Rights in the Information Society that is a campaign to ensure that communication rights are central to the information society and to the upcoming WSIS (http://cris.comunica.org/) The campaign is sponsored and supported by the Platform for Communication Rights, a group of NGOs involved in media and communication projects around the word. The family is itself a loose network of organizations. It is more a process of informing networks and coalitions about what is happening. Amongst other matters, the family offers an opportunity to discuss the different ways in which networks and coalitions, providing information, are relevant and in what ways they can participate in and around the WSIS engaging interactions on opportunities. Within the family, networks and coalitions communicate with Ireland, UK, Equator, Bolivia, US, Korea, Philippines, Brazil, South Africa, France, Swiss, Germany, Italy, UK and other countries and some are active in many countries at the same time. The number of its members is indeterminate since the family does not have a 'membership' structure. 

Activities: So far the family met formally twice during PreCom 2. Relevant meetings include those organized by CRIS (open meetings, CRIS meeting, the World Forum on Communication Rights, ect.), and by several other loose networks including a meeting held in Geneva in May ( a list of WSIS and CRIS-related events can be found at:  http://www.wacc.org.uk/publications/md/md2002-4/resources.html)

Contacts: Contact organization: CRIS Campaign , Sean O Siochru (sean@nexus.ie), YJ Park (Yjpark@myepark.com)
Youth

Composition: The Youth Family is composed of over 1000 members aged 15 to 30 that are passionate about using ICTs for Development. Some organizations involved include the African Youth Initiative, Young Volunteers for Sustainable Development, International Youth Foundation, Digital Youth Consortium, and AEGEE Europe. 

 Activities: With TakingITGlobal as facilitator for the family several activities are organized. Global e-consultations held online (April-May) to gather feedback on PrepCom 2 draft documents. Regional e-consultations (November/December 2002) Action Plan for Youth. Always on the regional level, a workshop in Cairo (June 2002) for Young Arab Women ICT Leaders and a Young Asian ICT “Doers” meeting in Malaysia to share projects and build partnerships were held.At the Summit, youth activities, include a Youth Hub Space (workshops, exhibition space, meeting area, youth media room), an Awards Program recognizing youth-led ICT4D projects, a book and video launch of youth best practice stories, and a youth media team with young journalists from around the world reporting on the summit.  The Youth Creating Digital Opportunities (YCDO) Coalition, including TakingITGlobal, the International Institute for Sustainable Development, and the Global Knowledge Partnership, is set up as a long-term strategy for the WSIS Action Plan. Specific activities include ycdo.net—an on-line community around ICTs for development, ensuring youth presence in ICT for development policy-making at the national, regional, and international levels, supporting concrete projects, and the creation of an YCDO Fund designed to scale up and replicate successful youth ICT4D projects in countries like India, Nigeria, Brazil, and the Philippines.

Contacts: contact organization: TakingITglobal, Nick Moraitis (nick@takingitglobal.org), Alex Fielding (alex@takingitglobal.org). Website:www.ycdo.net/wsis 

Media 

Composition: The Media Family is open to groups involved in working with and for the media. It includes news media associations in print, broadcasting and internet press; press freedom groups, groups involved in media research and education, media trade unions, etc. It groups up journalists, publishers, managers, radio and television stations, daily and weekly newspapers and magazines, teachers of journalism, communication researchers, etc. all over the world.

Among some of the members are: Article 19, Conseil de l’Audiovisuel de Catalunya, European Broadcasting Union/Union Européenne de Radio-Television, European Consortium for Communication Research,Fédération Suisse des Journalistes, InfoSud International, Inter American Press Association,International Association of Broadcasting/Asociacion Internacional de Radiodifusion, International Association of Media & Communication Research, International Federation of Journalists, Inter Press Service, Media Action International, Media Institute of Southern Africa, Oxford University Program in Comparative Media Law & Policy, Pacific Islands News Association, Radio Icangelo, Zambia, Reporters sans Frontieres, Réseau des Journalistes pour les Droits de l'Homme, Union Catholique Internationale de la Presse, University of Aarhus (Denmark), Department of Media and Information Services, World Association of Newspapers, World Press Freedom Committee, World Radio and Television Council/Conseil Mondial de Radio-Télévision.. 

Activities: The family generally meets daily at WSIS Prepcoms and at regional or other meetings to discuss developments in the WSIS preparatory process and to arrive at common positions.

Contacts: contact organization: World committee of Press Freedom, Ronald Koven (rkoven@compuserve.com), Jacques Briquemont (briquemont@ebu.ch), 

Cities, Local Authorities and Regions Worldwide
Composition: Composed by Municipalities, Cities, Local Authorities, Regions, Departments and Districts worldwide the family defends the specific needs of users and communities on issues such as education, training, health, security, cultural diversity, the fight against exclusion, etc 

Activities: In preparation of the WSIS, the family mobilized with the IT4ALL Congress – the European Forum of Regions and Local Authorities on the Information Society (Bilbao, 4,5 February 2003) and the Forum of African Local Authorities on the Information Society (Nouakchott, Mauritania 8-10 July 2003). Followed by the LAC Regional Forum of Cities and Local Governments in the Information Society (10 - 12 September 2000, Curitiba, Brazil), and the Asian Regional Forum of Regions and Local Authorities on the Information Society (29-31 October 2003, Shanghai, China). 

The results (Regional Declarations of Principles and Plans of Actions) of the four Regional events will be presented at the World Summit of Cities and Local Authorities on the Information Society (WSLAIS) to be held in Lyon, France, one week before the Geneva Summit (4-5 December 2003). Finally, the WSLAIS’ conclusions in the "Lyon Declaration" will be presented by a delegation of mayors and local elected representatives from the five continents to the Heads of States and Government officials attending the WSIS in Geneva. 

Contacts: Contact organization: World Summit of Cities and Local Authorities on the Information Society (WSLAIS); CITAL- Bilbao; WACLAC World Associations of Cities and Local Authorities Coordination.

Pierre Alain Muet (pierre-alain.muet@mairie-lyon.fr) , Veronique Kleck (vkleckcities-lyon.org)

NGOs

Composition: The NGOs family is composed by the CONGO Members (for more details http://www.ngocongo.org/ngowhow/memblist.htm) together with other NGOs.  Safeguarding the Charta based rights of NGOs to speak and have their voices heard at the United Nations, the NGOs family assists its members with access and participation at UN legislative processes. It also facilitates the dialogue between UN and NGOs; It informs CONGO members of UN and NGO activities and initiatives. It creates NGO partnerships and networks in and among regions. These are the major concerns of the family. These activities are directed by the Conference of NGOs in Consultative Relationship with the United Nations (CONGO)

Activities: Particularly active in convening/organizing NGO Fora, and deepening dialogue with all actors, outreach, training, communication, membership service the NGOs family was involved in the Asian Civil Society Forum, Bangkok, (ESCAP) in December 2002, the Latin American Consultation (ECLAC) Chile, November 2003, the Eastern European Consultation (mid-2004), the African Civil Society Forum 2004, the Millennium Forum 2005, and the CONGO GA in December 2003, 

Contacts: contact organization: CONGO, Renate Bloem (rebloem@ngocongo.org), Bineta Diop, (congo@ngocongo.org; or info@fas.org).Website: www.ngocongo.org; www.prepcom.net/wsis 

Academia 
Composition: The family focal point is CTT Centro de teletrabajo y Teleformación de la Facultad de Ciencias Sociales de la Universidad de Buenos Aires. Academia family represents all people involved in University education, Research and childhood to lifelong education. Grouping teachers, researchers, University networks and schools (E.g. SchoolNetAfrica) it covers all countries and mainly Iberoamerica (Latin American regions). It has about 80 individual members as the IAU International Association of Universities (Paris),Fedegrup Argentina, Fundal fundacion Latinoamericana, GDUNT CONADU, CTT, ADUBA, Legislatura de la Ciudad Autonoma de Buenos Aires, Ministerio de Educacion Ciencia y Tecnologia Secretaria de Politicas Universitaria.The family focal point is CTT Centro de teletrabajo y Teleformación de la Facultad de Ciencias Sociales de la Universidad de Buenos Aires,
Activities: Coordinated by the Universidad de Buenos Aires Academia has recently paid particular attention to the creation of a WSIS section on the website edu@geneva2003.org, educal@wsis-cs.org (EDUCAL mailing list), www.caminandoutopias.org.ar (general website with specific section on WSIS). It has also set up a platform for content and themes with fora, chats or easy access to documents where virtual discussions for Latin-Americans Spanish/Portuguese language speaking people can take place both before and after the meetings. Academia has also established an internal process of grouping up its members within 5 regional groups in order to focus on diverse specific regional needs for the regional education development. Its latest attempt has been to begin and promote relationships with other groups concerned with education issues as the COMUNIDAD N. Academia has also actively participated to the meeting "Educación para la Sociedad de la Información" with Latin American Caucus ( May, Buenos Aires) 
Contacts: contact organization: Universidad de Buenos Aires, Beatriz Busaniche (busaniche@caminandoutopias.org.ar). Website: www.caminandoutopias.org.ar
People with Disabilities 

Composition: IDA, International Disability Alliance, negotiation body of the UN General Assembly towards the Convention on the rights of persons with disabilities includes Disabled Peoples' International, Inclusion International, Rehabilitation International, World Blind Union, World Federation of the Deaf, World Federation of the Deaf-Blind, World Network of Users and Survivors of Psychiatry and the DAISY Consortium (DAISY stands for Digital Accessible Information System).  

Activities: Coordinated by the DAISY Consortium, the People With Disabilities family is actively participating to the Family meeting during Prepcom 3 and is organizing an exhibition on ICT for PWD as side event to the WSIS that will take place in Geneva, December 2003. The DAISY Consortium participated at preparatory meetings to promote the need for access to information as a human right. It will also be represented at the Summit itself (Dec., Geneva 2003). With a total number of 600 000 persons involved worldwide the main purposes of the family are the following: Disseminate information on WSIS among family group. Support and encourage participation of PWD to WSIS process. Collaborate with WSIS Secretariat to distribute WSIS documents in accessible format. 

Contacts: contact organization:  DAISY Consortium, Hiroshi Kawamura (hkawa@attglobal.net), Kicki Norstrom 

*

Volunteers
Composition: The Volunteers family brings together organizations like ICV International Conference of Volunteers and its affiliates. These organizations work with volunteers at a local and international level.Thousands of volunteers offer their knowledge and expertise through e- volunteers programs, such as UNITeS, Netaid and others. Volunteer Members are individuals who participate actively in the projects of ICVolunteers. Benefitting Members are project and conference organizers wishing to benefit from the services of ICVolunteers. Donating Members are individuals, businesses, organizations or institutions that financially support the activities of the Association. 

Activities: Within the SMSI a working group named ‘Volunteerism and ICTs’ was formed with the objective of preparing the participation of volunteerism to the Summit. The volunteer’s family of the Civil Society Bureau mobilized itself to develop a series of events and activities. Volunteers will therefore take active participation at the following meetings. The African Conference on Volunteerism & ICTs (October 2003, Dakar, Senegal), the European Conference on the preparation of European countries to participate to the WSIS both in Geneva and Tunis. (3 October 2003, Brussels Belgium), the Summit Event, Photo Exhibition “Volunteerism & ICTs: Crossed views between the North and the South” (December 2003, Geneva) and the Summit Conference on E-volunteerism (7-9 December, Geneva)
Contacts: contact organization: International Conference Volunteers 

Viola Krebs (viola@icvolunteers.org), Kathy Monnier (kathy@icvolunteers.org).

Website: www.icvolunteers.org ; www.worldwidevolunteer.org 

Think Tanks
Composition: Private institutions and civil society organizations, which place particular emphasis on research, policy analysis, and the production of resources, that address complex issues are considered Think Tanks..

Only institutions can become members of the Think-Tank network. 

(A list of currently WSIS affiliated can be found at: www.funglode.org/wsis/list.htm)
Activities: A number of Think-Tanks at the Second WSIS Preparatory Committee in Geneva, Switzerland (17-28 Feb. 2003) gathered to collaboratively formulate a global network of think-tanks that will become the liaison group within the WSIS Civil Society Bureau.  Within the WSIS Process Think Thanks participated to the following meetings: African Regional Conference (May 2002, Bamako, Mali), PrepCom-1 (July 2002: Geneva, Switzerland), Pan-European Regional Conference, (Nov 2002,Bucharest, Romania), Asia-Pacific Regional Conference (Jan 2003, Tokyo, Japan), Latin America and the Caribbean Regional Conference ( Jan 2003,Bavaro, Dominican Rep) Western Asia Preparatory Conference, (Feb 2003,Beirut, Lebanon), PrepCom-2,( Feb 2003 Geneva, Switzerland), Second High-Level Summit Organizing Committee (HLSOC) Meeting, (Apr 2003 Paris, France), Intersessional Meeting,( July 2003 Paris, France), PrepCom-3, (Sept 2003 Geneva, Switzerland)
Contacts:  Mr. John R. Gagain Jr. j.gagain@funglode.org,
Global Foundation for Democracy and Development (FUNGLODE). www.funglode.org/wsis, alternate is Mr. Adam Peake ,ajp@glocom.ac.jp,(GLOCOM).

Trade Unions 

Composition: The trade Union family represents 231 affiliated organisations with a combined membership of 158 million workers worldwide,in 150 countries and territories in Africa, Americas, Asia and Pacific and Europe. It has three major regional organisations, APRO for Asia and the Pacific, AFRO for Africa, and ORIT for the Americas. It also maintains close links with the European Trade Union Confederation (ETUC) (http://www.etuc.org/ ) which includes all ICFTU European affiliates and Global Union Federations, which link together national unions from a particular trade or industry at international level (EI, ICEM, IFJ, ITGLWF, PSI, ITF, IFBWW, IMF, IUF, UNI)

Activities: Coordinated by the International Confederation of Free Trade Unions (ICFTU), the family is concerned with the promotion and defense of workers rights that is human rights, social justice, non-discrimination, fundamental freedom and other similar issues. The ICFTU, has prepared a draft position for the preparatory committee in cooperation with its partners from the Global Unions group (www.global-unions.org).
Contacts: contact organization: International Confederation of free Trade Unions; Union Network International,

Marie-Therese Bellamy ( mth.bellamy@geneva.icftu.org), Mrs. Alke Boessiger (alke.boessiger@union-network.org) Website: www.icftu.org  (http://www.union-network.org/InDepth ; http://www.union-network.org/Youth)

Philanthropic Institution and Foundations

Composition: Composed by the Global Contract Foundation (www.weltvertrag.de) and the Heinrich Böll-Stiftung ( www.boell.de) the family is open to all individual and legal persons who want to make a philanthropic contribution to the visions, principles and aims of the WSIS process Numerous philanthropic institutions and foundations from all over the world have been invited to join the family and replies are still pending. The Philanthropic Institution and Foundations family seeks to rise or create awareness among its members and potential members on the WSIS process, to encourage philanthropic institutions and foundations to develop projects which would support the aims of the WSIS process and, where needed and possible, function a s a coordinator ands clearinghouse which build bridges between individual institutions and between them and other stakeholders in the WSIS process. .

Activities: Coordinated by the Global Contract Foundation, no major meeting took place so far but a family meeting will be held during Prepcom 3. A website has been created http://www.medienstadt-leipzig.org/pif/. The mission statement was prepared. A letter of invitation for philanthropic institutions and foundations was sent outParticipation in CS WSIS Bureau meetings was active. A booth for the exhibition during the Summit, (Geneva, December 10 –12) is being prepared.
Contacts: contact organization: Global Contract Foundation, Wolfagang Kleinwaechter: kleinwaechter@wsis-philantropic.org, Frithjof Finkbeiner :finkbeiner@wsis-philantropic.org.

Multi-stakeholders Partnerships

Composition: Association ISOC-Québec, Secrétariat d’ÍSOC- Francophonie. The family is interested in projects and activities involving partners coming from governments, industry, university, business and Civil Society.

Activities:
Contacts: contact organisation:

 M. Adel El Zaim, adel.elzaim@canti.com, info@isoc.qc.ca
Indigenous People
Composition:
Activities:
Contacts: contact organization: The permanent Forum of Indigenous People, Marcos Alonso (marcos104@hotmail.com)
REGIONAL GROUPS: Within the Civil society Bureau the Regional Groups are established to assure a major impact on WSIS issues and facilitate contact between thematic families at regional and local level in the framework of the WSIS Process.

Europe, CIS and North America

Coordinating organization: Computer Professional for Social Responsibility (ISOC) Bulgaria/Global Internet Policy 

Contacts: Hans Klein, hklein@cpsr.org, ’Veni Markovski’veni@veni.com
Latin America and the Caribbeans

Coordinating organization: La Neta; Association for Progressive Communications. (La Neta/APC) 

Contact: Olinca Marino, info@laneta.apc.org, Website: LAC@wsis-cs.org (http://mailman.greennet.org.uk/mailman/listinfo/lac; http://lac.derechos.apc.org/wsis/caucuslac.shtml)

Africa 

Coordinating organization: African Regional Group, African Women’s Development and Communications Network
Contacts: Contact organization: African Women’s Development and Communications Network, Oliver Nana Nzepa, (anais_ac@yahoo.fr), Alice Munyua (munyua@femnet.or.ke)

Middle East and West Asia 

Coordinating organization: Iranian Civil Society Organizations Resource Center (ICSORC)-recently merged with IRANCSOS 
Contacts:  Amir Hossein Barmaki (abarmaki@irancsos.net), Sohrab Razzaghi ( westasairegion@hotmail.com),

e-mail:info@irancsos.net. Website: www.irancsos.net
Asia and Pacific 

Coordinating organization : Asia and Pacific NGO Coordinating Committee on WSIS (AP NGO CCW) .

Contacts: Contact organization: Foundation for Media Alternatives,

Alan G. Alegre, (alalegre@fma.ph), Angela Kuga (amkt@apcwomen.org). Website: www.wsisasia.org (being updated).
